
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Prelude  “Melody” — Alfred Hollins Lucas Brown, organ 

 
Opening Sentences 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is alive; let all the people praise him. 
 All:  Let all creation sing with joy.  Alleluia! 
 
* Hymn #142 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” CORONATION  
 
* Call to Confession  

One: Trusting in the love of God to make all things new, let us confess our sin to God 
and our neighbor 

 
* Prayer of Confession 

All: God of mercy, your command to love one another across all differences opens us to 
new horizons, yet we often respond with fear and judgment that hinders your goal 
for humanity. Forgive our sins, we pray, and give us a true repentance that leads to 
life for all creation.  We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
* Silent Prayer 
 
* Declaration of Forgiveness 

One: God’s promises are trustworthy and true; your sins are forgiven. Be at peace to 
serve the Lord, and may you always be known by your love. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen! 
 
* Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Children’s Greeting Sunday School Teacher Appreciation 
 
Baptism  
     Laine Catherine Cortese, daughter of Rebecca Smedley Cortese and Patrick Horan Cortese 
   Colin Patrick Koch, son of Sarah Catherine Smedley and Paul Louis Koch 
 
  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 



 Response:  “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”  Hymn #498, verses 1 and 4      
 

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign, 
With this water God has sealed you Unto love and grace divine. 
 
Child of God, your loving Parent, Learn to listen for God’s call. 
Grow to laugh and sing and worship. Trust and love God more than all. 

 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation  
 (Please sign and pass the Friendship Registers and note those sitting around you) 
 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
All: O God of promise, your word made flesh in Jesus Christ is trustworthy and 

true. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may it rise up in us this day like a gift 
from the spring of the water of life to refresh our thirsty souls. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  Acts 11:1-18 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of 
the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But I replied, “By 
no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a 
second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 
“Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by 
which you and your entire household will be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard 
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 

 
One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “Food Restrictions” Rev. Passante 

 



 
THE PEOPLE RESPOND 

 
Offering 
 Offertory “Heavenly Light” — Alexander Kopylov Chancel Choir 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
* Hymn #358 “Help Us Accept Each Other” BARONITA  

 
LEAVE TO SERVE 

 
* Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music   

“Fresque Alleluiatique” from L’Orgue Mystique, 4th Sunday after Easter — Charles Tournemire 
 Lucas Brown, organ 

 
 
   * Please stand if you are comfortably able 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or 

online. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a 

pastor. Contact information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. 

Subscribe on the Contact Us tab of the church website. 

 

THANK YOU, SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS! 

2021-2022 Sunday School Teachers – we are so grateful for all that you do! 

 

Preschool/Kindergarten: Chuck and Jayne Grabowski, Kim Hall 

1st/2nd/3rd Grade: Wendy Preihs, Megan Zeigler, high school helpers: Colin Preihs, Annie Zeigler 

4th/5th/6th: Gabrielle Heimerling 

7th/8th: Rita Brown, Tina Edmonston, Bonnie Dewey 

Confirmation: Lee Federline, Clair Blank,  

 Special Guest Confirmation Teachers: Deb Nussbaum and Lindsay Sommers 

Communion: Gabrielle Heimerling 

Substitutes: Rachel Davis, Mike Liggera, Lee Federline, Deb Nussbaum 

 

NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 

in the “Red Balloon Room” in the education building on floor 1R (in the Preschool, one flight up from 

Sanctuary level). Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The form can be found here: 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Today is the last day of Sunday School. Children’s Church for kids ages 4-10 

will start on 5/22/22 in the 4th/5th/6th grade classroom on the lower level. The nursery will still be 

available and will move down to the hospitality room on 6/5/22. The nursery and Children's Church 

will be taking a break for Memorial Day 5/29/22. 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org


 

BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER! This coming week, your Stephen Leaders 

will be offering information sessions about this important ministry and what’s 

involved with becoming a Stephen Minister. Interested in learning more? Use the 

QR code to watch a video and then attend one of the upcoming information 

sessions in the Hospitality Center: 

May 17, 7 p.m. 

May 18, 10 a.m. 

Registration is preferred. Please email stephenministry@haddonfieldpres.org. Questions? Talk with 

one of our Stephen Leaders: Lisa Hurd, Carol Carty, Joyce Stout, Rev. Nikki Passante 

(Video link: https://www.stephenministries.org/video/SMy_A_Place_for_People_Who_Are_Hurting.mov. 

Note: meetings may move to Zoom depending on covid numbers. Current information will be on the 

church website.)  

 

FINAL CALL TO PURCHASE TICKETS FOR THE MISSION TRIP RAFFLE! – Tickets can 

be purchased through any Mission Trip Participant, and before and after worship today. $10 each or 3 

for $20 Cash/Check/Realm/Venmo @FPCHaddonfield. Lucky Winners will be picked on May 16.  

 

THIS WEEK! MISSION TRIP DINE AND DONATE @ TRENO, Wednesday, May 18 from  

5 p.m.-close. Help support the 2022 Mission Trip to Kentucky! Treno will donate 15% of sales to 

support our trip. Added bonus? It’s half price pizza night! Everyone wins! Hope to see you there! 

 

MISSION TRIP WALL OF ENVELOPES! Pick up a donation envelope in the hall by the Parlor. 

Donations can be made by check, on Realm, or on Venmo (@FPCHaddonfield). Watch for more 

fundraising details and events in future bulletins and newsletters. 

 

YOUTH GROUP is meeting this week from 5-6 p.m.! Friends, I have two awesome plans for our final 

Youth Group of the year at the church. Shall we have one final Grog competition? Can we finally do 

something outside? I have a great scavenger hunt planned. Come Sunday and let’s decide! See you then! 

 

PREPAREDNESS SEMINAR FOR ELDERS, DEACONS, AND USHERS – On Sunday, May 22, 

from 11:15-12:30, there will be an Officer (Elder and Deacon) and Usher Preparedness Event. Food 

will be provided. Three topics will be covered: 

1. A Safety Preparedness seminar and discussion will be led by Lt. Holloway from the 

Haddonfield Police Department. He will share simple security protocols, offer preventative 

measures, educate on awareness development, and provide the resources to create a plan for an 

active shooter or other emergency event. 

2. “Connecting with Others” is a brief workshop offering resources and practices for reaching out 

to individuals in the congregation, relative specifically to the Member Care Lists. This will also 

serve as a more thorough orientation to those Deacons and Elders who are new and unfamiliar 

with the Care Lists. 

3. Anne Montgomery and Kris Bean will be available to share and assist with the Scheduling 

Software and to receive questions. 

 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS ABOUT SOLAR! In preparation for the upcoming installation 

of solar equipment at First Presbyterian, you are invited to an informal gathering to learn more and ask 

questions – food and beverages supplied. Ben Wilber the solar expert from AllSeason Solar, our solar 

partners, will be on hand. Tuesday, May 24 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP to Paul 

Nussbaum: pnussbaum30@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:stephenministry@haddonfieldpres.org
https://www.stephenministries.org/video/SMy_A_Place_for_People_Who_Are_Hurting.mov
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ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS – The Board of Deacons gives scholarships of up to $500 

to youth who have been involved in the church. Information and application for 2022 scholarships are 

on the website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/youth. Deadline for submission is May 31. 

 

WORSHIP WILL MOVE TO FELLOWSHIP HALL ON JUNE 5 (a week later than usual). 

 

YARD SIGNS SUPPORTING UKRAINE – Signs are available for a $20 donation. The Dark family 

and artist Diana Stimson are donating all proceeds to the Feed My Starving Children relief program, 

which is on the ground in Ukraine providing needed food. Signs are available in the church and 

Preschool Offices – cash, check, or Venmo (@Presby-Preschool) accepted. 

 

WEAR ORANGE WEEKEND, JUNE 3-5 – The vision for Wear Orange is that anyone who believes 

we can and must solve the problem of gun violence in America will take action and stand together in a 

bold statement of resilience and fortitude. June 3, 2022, will be recognized as the 8th National Gun 

Violence Awareness Day. It is followed by Wear Orange Weekend (June 4-5th). Wearing orange is an 

outward symbol to draw attention to this urgent crisis. Please get your clothing, ribbons, pins, hats, or 

any other orange items ready and wear them the first weekend in June. This is a time to elevate the 

stories of gun violence victims and survivors, the policies and programs that have been successful in 

reducing gun violence, as well as opportunities for individuals and communities to effect change. For 

more information you can go to www.Everytown.org. We all need to do more than pray for the end of 

gun violence in our nation, our communities, and our homes. 

 

YEAR-END CELEBRATION AND DOUG GERDTS APPRECIATION – OPEN HOUSE, JUNE 19: 

Nikki and Marco are welcoming the congregation to their home (next door at the manse) on June 19 from 

the end of worship until 2 p.m. Food will be provided, but if folks would still like to bring food they may.  

All questions can be directed to Maggie Sell or Deb Nussbaum. Come celebrate a productive and spirit-

filled church year and say your thank-yous and good-byes to Doug. 

 

VBS 2022: DISCOVERY ON ADVENTURE ISLAND – Registration opened 4/1/22. Camp dates 

are July 25-July 29 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. We are looking forward to another great week of VBS this 

summer! This year, using map coordinates from the Reference Book (the Bible), children discover 

clues to finding Infinity Lanterns while learning how God’s light shines in the lives of familiar biblical 

characters in Old and New Testament stories. VBS is open to kids 4 (fully potty trained) - 5th grade. 

Cost is $35 per Explorer. Use the following link for registration: 

https://fpchadventureisland22.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

 

VBS 2022 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We Need You! We are recruiting for Station Leaders 

(adults) and Shepherds (kids) for VBS 2022 taking place July 25-July 29 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Please 

contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org if you would like to help out with 

what is sure to be an amazing week of camp.   

 

DOUG’S STUDY OF ACTS: A 14-week Bible Study on Acts Into the World: The Acts of the 

Apostles, Mondays at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Remaining meetings: May 16, and 23. 

 

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets at 8 a.m. on Zoom. All are welcome. The 

text for this week is Acts 16:9-15. 

 

2022 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving YTD:  $ 243,426; Budget $693,672.00  

Loose Offering YTD:         $ 3,448; Budget   $15,000.00 

Per Capita YTD:               $ 11,576; Budget   $16,500.00 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/youth
http://www.everytown.org/
https://fpchadventureisland22.mycokesburyvbs.com/
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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ST. WILFRID’S OPEN-DOOR CLINIC: 

Needs: We again are requesting diapers, sizes 2 and 6, rice, 1/2 gallon zip-lock bags to hold the rice, bar 

soap and deodorant. There is also a need for adult crew socks – black or white. BABY WIPES…AND 

More Wipes! Items may be dropped off weekdays in the bin on the steps behind Grace Church or on 

Sundays at FPC in the alcove between the Parlor and the Sanctuary until 11:30. 

The next foodbank pick-up is scheduled for Friday, May 20, 8:00 a.m. at the Foodbank of South Jersey, 

8:35 or so at St Wilfrid’s. If you would like to know more or volunteer to pick-up at the SJ Foodbank, 

please contact Paul Urian at umanpaul@me.com  

PB&J sandwiches: PB&J sandwiches. Special thanks to the high school students who made and donated 

peanut butter sandwiches this school year. Each week, we could count on roughly 200 sandwiches from our 

dedicated high schoolers! The other 100 sandwiches came from FPCers Carol Carty, Joan Fiorella, Donna 

George, Judy Grantham, Jill Mascena, Leslie McAllister, Barb Sewell, Sue Smith, and Joyce Stout. Some 

of the ladies and most of the high school kids aren’t available to make sandwiches during the Summer…So, 

if you want to join the PBJ fun this summer, please sign up using this link: 

www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1. Contact Wendy Coffman with PB&J questions at 

wendy.coffman@gmail.com. No one would ever believe how important peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 

are at The Open Door Clinic. Thanks to all who have made, and helped make PB&Js during the pandemic. 

Anyone interested in learning more about volunteering at St Wilfrid’s feel free to contact Paul Urian at 

umanpaul@me.com. Check out the website for more on what we do: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR MAY 22: Acts 16:9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross 

over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set 

sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 

there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 

remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where 

we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 

Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 

Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

 
  ♦ 

 

  CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a 

personal prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf 

of others, please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor’s name will be 

printed as the originator of the request. Requests will be revisited every 30 days. 
 

Prayers for the Church 

• Keep the Pastor Nominating Committee in your prayers as they read through resumes for Senior 

Pastor Candidates! 

• Pray for the people and country of Ukraine. Prayers, too, for the people of Russia who are 

distressed by the actions of their government and feel powerless to make changes.  

• Please pray for Lorelei McGlade’s sister Demi, who is having a lot of health issues and seeing a lot 

of doctors, and also for their entire family. Lorelei’s father’s aunt Gladys just passed away at 99 

years old (5/10- L. McGlade) 

• Please offer continued prayers for Bill and Lisa Gimpel. Bill needs a kidney transplant and Lisa 

was just diagnosed with breast cancer (5/10- L. McGlade) 

mailto:umanpaul@me.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1
mailto:wendy.coffman@gmail.com
mailto:umanpaul@me.com
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• Pray for Cristina on the sudden death of her father (5/9-L.Sommers) 

• Please pray for Renee Howard that she would experience God’s protection and provision (5/8-

pastors) 

• Pray for Mary Lou Harvey who needs a kidney donor (5/6-pastors) 

• Pray for a family in our church going through difficult times. God knows the needs (5/5-M. Dark) 

• Please pray for Gary who is recovering from a broken back and finding out he has cancer (5/3-L. 

Sommers) 

• Pray for Rebecca E. (5/3-pastors) 

• Prayers of gratitude to God for the health and well-being of our spouses! (4/29- S. Durand) 

• Carol Carty’s dear friend, Linda, had a long and difficult heart operation and needs our prayers for 

healing and a full recovery (C. Carty - 4/27) 

• Please offer prayers of healing for Barb Toutellotte who is recovering from a small stroke – and 

doing well (4/26 - pastors) 

• Please pray for MacKenzie Farrel who had to undergo jaw surgery after a mishap with wisdom 

teeth removal (4/25 - L. Sommers) 

• Please pray for John and Colleen as they navigate his post traumatic head injury (4/16-P. 

Manochi). 

• Pray for Donna and Charlie and ongoing health issues (4/16-P. Manochi). 

• Please pray for all caregivers of aging parents (4/16-P. Manochi) 

• Pray for all suffering from depression and anxiety (4/16- P. Manochi) 
 

 

Ongoing Prayers for the Church 

• Keep the Stephen Leadership Team in your prayers as they begin the work of sharing this 

ministry with the congregation! 

• Please pray for Meghan R, the daughter of a friend who is having several health concerns. (4/1- M. 

Dark) 

• Keep the Bray-Avery family in your prayers; specifically Molly, her dad Phil who is currently at 

Temple hospital, Molly’s stepdad whose cancer is terminal, and Molly’s brother-in-law who had a 

stroke (4/5-T. Adkins).  

• Pray for Sarah who is entering into a fertility journey (L. Sommers- 4/7) 

• Pray for Kelly, a dear friend of Jeanne Spinelli who was recently diagnosed with breast cancer 

(3/21- J. Spinelli) 

• Please pray for Pat Lund who is living on oxygen and has continuing health concerns. Also pray 

for her daughter-in-law who is from Ukraine. Her mother is here but the rest of her family 

members are in Kiev or other parts of Ukraine. Please pray for the entire family (3/21-D. George) 

• Please pray for Chris Gilbert, a member of the Royal Air Force (UK), who is deployed to the 

Ukraine border, and pray for armed forces everywhere. Chris is the brother of Jamie – who is 

Kathryn Dark's boyfriend (3/15- M. Dark) 

• Please continue to pray for the health and healing of Susan Leach, and also offer prayers of 

support for her daughter Becky Lazo. (12/9- L. Hess) 

• Please continue to pray for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS that is progressing. Jim 

lives in South Carolina. (7/15- I. Pross) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

INTEREST MEETINGS MAY 17, 7 p.m. 

MAY 18, 10 a.m. See announcement above for details 

 

 

 

 
♦ 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033 ♦ www.haddonfieldpres.org ♦ (856) 429-1960 


